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Lent was to be visited with the same penalty.
There had been considerable controversy over
Mary of Guise's treatment of the Reformers. For
a time she had been conciliatory, but now she
began a vigorous assault on the Protestant
preachers. France, on which country she de-
pended for aid in keeping order in Scotland, had
been engrossed in troubles at home, and had sent
only meagre assistance in men. Those troubles
had been settled, and the regent could rely upon
more active support from the French. It is
suggested, therefore, that Mary of Guise extended
concessions to the Protestants only because she
lacked the strength to suppress the followers of
the new religion, and that her intention always
had been to crush the Reformers as soon as she
had ample French backing for the purpose.
Mary of Guise, however, seems to have been
sincere in her efforts to satisfy the Reformers and
to have nursed no plans of persecution. She
would probably have been agreeable to let them
retain the concessions that she had granted, but
the Reformers pressed for more and still more
liberty - as they were quite entitled to do. But
their tenaciousness, and the threatening aspect
that the Lords of the Congregation had adopted,
made it necessary for the regent definitely to
take sides. She could not hope to please the
Reformers without granting them full freedom
of worship - perhaps not even then, since many